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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

California State Board of Barbering and Cosmetology 

Q: What is the purpose of the Board? 
A: The primary purpose of any regulatory board is to serve the public by ensuring competent practice within 
an occupation. Section 7301.1 of the Business and Professions Code states that protection of the public shall 
be the highest priority of the Board in exercising its licensing, regulatory, and disciplinary functions.   

Q: Who makes up the membership of the Board?
A: The Board shall consist of 13 members. Of those 13 members, the majority (seven) are members of the 
public, meaning they have no ÿnancial connection to the industry. The remaining six members are members 
of the industry. The six professional members shall be comprised as follows: a cosmetologist, a barber, an 
esthetician, an electrologist, a manicurist, and an establishment owner.  

 

Q: What does the executive officer do? 
A: The Board’s executive o°cer (EO) is appointed by the Board. The EO oversees all the daily operations of 
the Board including enforcement, examinations, licensing, and administrative functions. 

Q: How are Board meetings held? 
A: Board meetings are held in accordance with the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. This act requires that 
meetings of a public body shall be open to the public. The act sets many other requirements on how the 
Board must conduct its public board meetings. For example, the agenda must be published at least 10 
calendar days prior to the meeting date, and the public must be allowed to make comments on motions 
made by the Board.  

Q: Why are Board members not allowed to respond to questions during 
the public comment period? 
A: The Board can only discuss items that have been speciÿcally posted on the agenda. Any other items that 
the public brings up cannot be discussed based on the fact that there was no agenda item to notify the 
public there would be a discussion on the topic that was brought up by the public. 

Q: Why doesn’t the Board advocate for the industry? 
A: The Board is, by law, a consumer protection agency. It does not have the legal authority to advocate on 
behalf of the industry. The role of industry advocate falls to the industry associations. 
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